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On September 14, the Church
celebrates Holy Cross Day — the feast
also known in the Eastern Church as
“The Exaltation of the Cross.” This
day commemorates the dedication of
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem on September 14, 335. The
huge complex of buildings was
ordered by the Emperor Constantine
to be built on the site of Jesus’
crucifixion and
resurrection. In the midst
of the buildings was a
spacious courtyard
through which
worshippers had to walk
as part of the liturgy.
There the exposed top of
the hill of Calvary was
visible. During the construction
excavations for the magnificent
buildings (a work directed by
Constantine’s mother Helena who
herself had become a Christian), the
workers had discovered a wooden relic
thought to be a piece of the true cross
on which Jesus died. Annually
thereafter on Good Friday, solemn
veneration of the Cross took place on
this sacred ground, as well as daily
prayers at the conclusion of Vespers.

Now, some 1672 years later, the
Church continues to maintain the
feast of the Holy Cross in mid-
September. Perhaps this might be a
good time to ask ourselves, what
power does the Cross really hold in
our lives? What difference does this
ultimate expression of God’s love
actually mean in our day-to-day
challenges?

For me, the feast of the
Holy Cross will be forever
linked to hurricane
season. Why? Because it
was on Tuesday
September 14 four short
years ago that Hurricane
Ivan was making its
stormy way steadily
toward the Florida Panhandle. I was
far away from Florida finishing my
seminary studies in New York City,
my husband having recently moved
back to our new home in Fort Walton
Beach in preparation for my joining
him in a few more short months. That
dark night of September 14, 2004, the
distance between us felt enormous.
The threatening power of Mother
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Nature was unquestionable and
inescapable.

But that evening the Dean of our
seminary preached a sermon that
gave comfort, strength, and hope.
Dean Ewing pointed to the
ornately carved wooden cross that
loomed above us in the seminary
chapel and said: Tonight we
celebrate the feast of the Holy
Cross — a day we focus directly on
the cross of Jesus. For us the cross
is the sign of God’s incredible
love...there is no greater love. The
cross is the extent to which God
will go to bring us into
relationship...I wonder how many
of us, when we enter the Chapel
and see the cross say to ourselves,
‘Here is the power that will
transform the world...here is the
power that is bringing the kingdom
of God!’...To say God is love is to
affirm that the love we see most
clearly on the Cross is the
strongest force in all creation.
[emphasis mine]

Think about that, my friends,
next time the storms of life —
whether meteorological, or
medical, or emotional, or
spiritual, or financial, or you-
name-it — threaten your safety
and well-being, or the safety and
well-being of those you love.

Cling to the power of the Cross of
Christ and the love of God poured
out there for all the world. Not
even the dramatic and destructive
power of the strongest of life’s
hurricanes can equal the strong
Love of God that embraces and
redeems us all.

Thanks be to God!

We adore you, O Christ, and we
bless you:

Because by your holy cross you
have redeemed the world.

In that Love,

Mother Betsy+
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Each time I walk through the
welcoming red doors of St.
Augustine of Canterbury
Episcopal Church, I am amazed
what God will do with wonderful
people.

As we started 2008 without a
rector, each of you were always
there to welcome, help each other,
and new guests. Our friendliness
and caring for each other just
grew stronger. Many of you have
said they have never been in a
friendlier or more caring church,
and you are so right. Father Bob
Graves once told me that St.
Augustine’s is just like a
cathedral in God’s eyes, and he is
right. It is so wonderful to hear
visitors say how much they have
enjoyed our services and the
caring of our members.

I wanted to say this because of
how all of you helped make our
Yard Sale so successful.
Financially we did better than we
have ever done (cleared over
$1500). But more importantly we
got to be together and share God’s
friendship and blessings. Just
when we got concerned about
having enough to sell, or enough
people to work, both came in
abundance!

I know that Mother Betsy was
very proud of being your rector,
seeing all of you give of yourselves
to make it a success.

As part of the Men’s Breakfast, it
was great to be able to share our
fellowship with more of you on
Yard Sale Saturday. Be sure to
mark your calendars for the
second Saturday of each month
for that fellowship. All are
welcome!

St. Augustine’s fall season is
starting off with more activities
than we have ever had. Mother
Betsy is working very hard to
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make sure we all receive the
benefits of God’s many blessings.
I promise you if you come you will
receive more benefits than you
give.

Mark your calendars for:

1. Four Christian Education
classes each Sunday

2. Men’s Breakfast the 2nd
Saturday of each month

3. Knitters’ Guild the 1st and 3rd
Thursday afternoons of each
month

4. Holy Eucharist with Healing
each Wednesday morning
followed by Bible Study

S. Collage Workshop September
13

Supper Clubs beginning
September 6

7. Choir opportunities
Cursillo weekends

And more, as Autumn
“unfolds”

Also, St. Augustine’s is planning
its Second Silent Auction and
“Splash of Spirit” on the evening
of October 24 to kick off our
Stewardship Campaign.

Thank you for all your help,
fellowship, and God’s love.

God bless youl!
Al Richey

%ew ﬁom the %Jt{‘}/

St. Augustine’s vestry meets on
the second Thursday night each
month at 6:30 p.m.. Our last
meeting on August 14 opened
with a devotional focusing on the
life and martyrdom of Jonathan
Myrick Daniels (an Episcopal
seminarian who was murdered in
Hayneville Al in 1965 as he was
assisting in voter registration for

(Continued on page 3)
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black citizens — and who is named
in the Episcopal Church’s
calendar of saints).

The vestry heard a report from the
Rector on her activities during the
month past and also were given
updates from the treasurer and
senior warden on our budget and
financial picture (we are doing
well).

The Stewardship Chairman, Rich
Apps, shared early plans for the
upcoming Stewardship Campaign
(to be renamed Financial
Commitment Campaign, since
Stewardship comprises much
much more than dollars and
cents!). Kelly Powell apprised us of
continued improvements in parish
communications such as e-mails
and website, etc. Finally, the
vestry elected Carolyn Igo to take
Cindy Lowden’s place on the
vestry as Cindy moves away from
the area. The next vestry meeting
will be Thursday, September 11,
at 6:30 p.m..

j;cmm'tionJ

Life is all about change, as much
as we resist that reality. We have
had some recent changes here at
St. Augustine’s too this past
month:

Tolomol!

Cindi and Dan Lowden, members
here for a number of years, have
moved back to Pennsylvania. Cindi
and Dan have had many active
ministries around and about the
parish - including Vestry (Cindi)
and Search Committee (Dan).

Wanda Thomas, another faithful
member and also our nursery
caregiver for several years, will be
moving back to Wisconsin to be
with family. Wanda’s ministry with
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our youngest members during
church time has been indeed a gift
that will be much missed!

Many thanks to all three of these
folks for all that they have given to
St. Augustine’s during their time
with us. We will miss them! Cindi,
Dan, and Wanda can be assured
of a special place in the hearts and
prayers of their sisters and
brothers of St. Augustine’s.

q/f/]efcome to....

Amber LaChance will be our
nursery caregiver beginning
September 1 and Joani Garshasb
will be stepping in as our secretary
on September 3. Please welcome
these two new additions to the St.
Augustine’s family!!

Jales ﬁ:}/ fmaz’f

Your editor would like to begin
distributing Canterbury Tales by
email to those who prefer that
format to the paper version. An
HMTL version of the newsletter
would be sent to you instead of
the surface mail version if you
email crowesnest@mchsi.com to
sign up. It will save the parish
time and money!

3u7f Cur Web dite

Our parish web site,
www.StAugustinesNavarre.org,
has had a facelift. New pictures,
updated information, and
additional pages can help you stay
on top of what’s going on at St.
Augustine’s.

One recent feature: Our parish
calendar is not only on our
website, but also available to
imbed in your iGoogle calendar, or
to import via XML and iCal
formats into your own calendar
software. Also, the parish calendar
page has the server schedule,
making it easy to find when you
are scheduled to acolyte, read, or
usher. Check it out!

Navarre, FL
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Mother Betsy has recently been
named one of Hurlburt Field’s
2008-9 “Honorary Commanders,”
an annual designation awarded to
a handful of members of the local
community who will be given
special access to Hurlburt Field
activities during the year.

Mother Betsy serve as the
Honorary Wing Chaplain, serving
with her friend and Episcopal
priest Michael Tinnon, the
Hurlburt Wing Chaplain. Mother
Betsy is excited about the
opportunity to see “inside the
gates” of Hurlburt and to learn
more about the lives of the
military families, so many of whom
are part of our St. Augustine’s
family.

3& % ’J on the cggd[[

Thanks to the following for
bringing bulletins from churches
visited recently:

e Libbi Crowe — St. Thomas
Episcopal Church, Huntsville,
AL

e Mary Ann and Don Pacana -
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
Key West, FL

Don'’t forget to find a church in
which to worship when you are
away from St. Augustine’s and
bring the Sunday bulletin to our
office on your return. It is a great
way to get an exposure to other
Episcopal congregations and
Mother Betsy loves getting fresh
ideas for worship and service
leaflets, too!

(850) 939-2261
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Dear St. Augustine
Congregation and Staff,

Thank you so much for the
donation of food for the We Care
Pantry at Navarre United
Methodist Church. It is such a
blessing to receive these gifts for
the community of Navarre, and
to be able to help those in

need.

Again we thank your and we
appreciate all your help.

In His Love,

Dan Morris

Sr. Pastor

egujojaer Club {z’cﬂ?ﬁ[‘

Supper Clubs will get started
for the year on September 6,
at 6:00 p.m. at Mark and
Libbi Crowe’s house, 2850
Sherwood Drive in Navarre.
Directions from the church:

Head west on Navarre
Pkwy/US-98 W., turn right at
Sunrise Dr., turn left at
Flintwood St., turn right at
Sherwood Dr., and continue
north for 1.3 miles.

The Supper Clubs are
monthly gatherings for food,
fun, and Christian fellowship.
Belonging to a Supper Club
has proven to be a good way
to become close friends with
other members of the parish
that you may not have met or
known well before.

This get-organized meeting
will be pot luck. Just bring
whatever you want: salad,
dessert, side dish, meat, or
appetizer. We'll split up into
supper club groups by
drawing names out of a hat,
or basket, or beer stein or
something]!

Questions: Call Libbi Crowe at
515-0245 or email
crowesnest@mechsi.com.

St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church
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St Andrew’s Destin and Christ
the King Santa Rosa Beach are
co-hosting a class on prayer in
the Labyrinth Thursday, October
16 at St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea,
307 Harbor Drive, Destin.
Registration & coffee are at 9:30
a.m. in the parish hall, and the
workshop begins: 9:45 a.m. Our
parish is invited to participate.
There is no rain date; if it is
inclement weather, the entire
course will be given at the St.
Andrews Parish Hall. In case of
hurricane, of course, it will be
rescheduled.

Please contact Joyce Waters-
Smith (269-2170) or Peggy
Cramer (231-6389) to register.
For questions about the
labyrinth or the workshop
material, please contact Diane
Macrae (269-0627).

The workshop will be limited to
the first 20 people to register
Father David Powell and Mother
Betsy Powell have assisted with
the planning. More details are on
the bulletin board in the Narthex.

Ghiristian Edis in the
Fowse!

Our kickoff for Christian
Education was a great success!
It began with Mother Betsy
telling us all about her childhood
and sharing her story of how she
became our priest.

After 10:30 service, we went to
the Hamamuras’ for a swim
party. There were a lot of

Navarre, FL
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friends, food, and fun. The youth
swam and played, and the adults
shared their stories with one
another.

It was great! We would like to
thank all of you that donated
food and drinks for our party, it
was really appreciated. The
support in this church is
wonderful, again THANK YOU!

tontemjaorm:}/ Dervice
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Please mark your calendars for
Sunday, September 14, at 5:00
p.m.

We are having a special event at
St. Augustine’s High school and
college students from St. Francis
of Assisi, Gulf Breeze, will be
coming to our church to assist
with a CONTEMPORAY service.
Mother Betsy will celebrate the
Eucharist

We will then have a reception in
Henderson Hall for those young
adults. Come share this joyous
celebration, young and old!

(850) 939-2261
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ST. PETER’S FISH FRY

Thu, September 4, S p.m. - 7
p.-m., at St. Peter's in Bon Secour,
Al . $8 plate includes fried fish,
potato salad, hushpuppies,
coleslaw and homemade desserts.
St. Peter's is located at 6270 Bon
Secour Highway, Bon Secour, Al.
For more information please call
(251) 949-6254.

CURSILLO

The next Cursillo weekends are
September 11 - 14 and October
23 - 26 at Beckwith Camp &

September 2008

Conference Center. Four Cursillo
weekends are scheduled for 2009:
February 12- 15; April 23 - 26;
September 17- 20; and October
22 - 25, all at Beckwith Camp and
Conference Center. For more
information visit
www.CoastalPilgrims.org. Please
contact Mother Besty or Alethea
Straight (Cursillo liaison) if you
are interested in attending on of
these wonderful, Spirit-filled

weekends!
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OCTOBERFEST

October 10- 12 at Beckwith Camp
and Conference Center. Featuring
musician Fran McKendree, this is
a repeat of the popular diocesan-
wide youth party to which all
youth are welcome. Cost is $50 a
person and spots are limited. For
more information, contact Rob
Dixon (850) 432-5115 or Avery
Hall (251) 438-2492. Registration
is through Michael Drinkwater at
(850) 434-7337.

%ur %Jﬁ)}/ Wgetﬂs‘ %u/

by Al Richey

St. Augustine is having one of its
best years. It became a Parish,
membership is up, giving is up,
attendance is up, we have a
wonderful new priest, we had a
successful Pig Roast, the Bishop
has visited us; and we know God
is always present in our church.
We know this by the friendship
and caring of all our members.

I also think it is important that
you realize what your Vestry does
and why we need you.

In the Vestry Handbook, its
opening paragraph states, “The
Vestry of an Episcopal Church

has three primary responsibilities.

The first two are managerial: to
take care of the parish finances
and parish buildings. The third
responsibility is to choose
individuals to fill various
positions of parish leadership
and representation, the election
of a rector, the choices of
delegates to the Diocesan
Convention, and the selection of
other individuals as the
Diocesan canons and parish by-
laws may stipulate.”

As you can see, we need to find

St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church

members of St. Augustine to help
it grow spiritually. We need new
candidates for vestry, Sunday
School teachers, choir members,
flower and altar guild members.
When I was asked to be a vestry
member, I thought it would be a
one night per month meeting. My
answer was ‘yes’ because I wanted
to give back something for all the
good success I had been given in
my family and business life. I did
not realize how much I would
receive in return.

An article in a recent Vestry
Papers from the Episcopal Church
Foundation asked “Good Vestry
members.....born or grown?” It
answered by saying that they
come both ways, some are grown
and some are born. I like to think
that I am a work in progress; but I
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do know this, that God and St.
Augustine’s have given me much
more, and taught (is teaching) me
more everyday than I could ever
give. As two of my friends told me,
“you cannot out give your church
or God.”

The main reason I have written
this article is to point out the two
reasons why one should consider
being a Vestry member:

Your Vestry is a very
important part of the
Episcopal Church, and as one
Vestry member once wrote, “I
would like to thank that I have
become part of the solution
rather than part of the
problem. Turns out being a
vestry member is not the
drudgery I imagined. It is a
calling.”

2. You have my word that if you
become a vestry member, you
will be rewarded richly!

Please tell Mother Betsy or any of
the Vestry if you are interested in
being nominated for the vestry
and/or working in any area of
ministry in our Church.

(850) 939-2261
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Ghioir Nows: Were “In Tune !

The choir has returned from the
summer; refreshed and ready to
witness in song at the 10:30

service for the upcoming year. We

are glad to be back -we missed
the fun of the fellowship and the
joy of singing! Kudos go to O. R.
Smith for carrying the music
ministry at our parish for the
summer!

As we continue in the long “green”
season after Pentecost, we will be

singing hymns of alleluia praise
and gladness of the Good News o
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God’s love, as well as those calling the congregation into a spirit of

for love and charity to each other.
We will also sing hymns about
giving back to God as we pledge
our faith.

The choir will present some of the
less familiar hymns from our
hymnal during the offertory each
Sunday. Please “tune —in” to the
words of all the hymns, as well as
the melody. The hymns are
chosen to reiterate the messages
of the lectionary, enhance the

£ worship experience, and inspire

harmony with God.

Tune (us), O Lord, into one
harmony

With thee, one full responsive
vibrant chord;

Unto thy praise, all love and
melody,

Tune (us), O Lord.

(from; Prayers New and Old)

Yours in Christ,
Donna Howard
Choir Leader

c«gtm‘t a qgea gf\ (Cﬁanje.‘ y/fe c77’1ternatz'onaf (Coaeftaf tfeamu{r

The 2008 International Coastal
Cleanup flagship event will be
held September 20. To
participate in our area, come to
the parking lot at Navarre Beach
at 8 a.m. with work gloves and
sturdy shoes. Kayaks and
snorkels will also be used to clean
up the underwater areas near the
shore.

In 1986, the ICC began with one

woman walking along the beach of

South Padre Island, Texas. She
was appalled at the amount of
trash she saw and she
immediately felt compelled to do
something about it. She organized
a beach cleanup and in a mere
two hours, 2,800 Texans picked
up 124 tons of trash. Today, a
worldwide movement grew out of

Eoog g’rouf Dtarts

Love Books? Love to read?
Interested in a St. Augustine’s
Book Group?

Join Mother Betsy on Monday,
September 29 at Noon in
Henderson Hall as we get started

St. Augustine of Ca:

that single event with more than
six million volunteers in 127
countries and all 55 U.S. states
and territories over the last 23
years.

Ocean Conservancy's
International Coastal Cleanup is a
year-round effort keeping our
ocean free from trash and safer
for people and animals. The
flagship event in September is a
celebration of this effort and is the
largest single-day volunteer event
to protect our ocean and
waterways.

During the International Coastal
Cleanup, volunteers record each
piece of trash picked up at sites
around every major body of water
around the world. Local and

Three
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regional coordinators then collect
the raw data that is calculated by
Ocean Conservancy including
number of volunteers on each
site, the number of pounds of
trash removed, and what items
were collected. Ocean
Conservancy uses this data to
produce a global snapshot of the
issue of trash in our ocean.

How

#d many are
your
works, O
LORD! In
wisdom
you made
them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
There is the sea, vast and
spacious, teeming with creatures
beyond number— living things both
large and small.—Psalm 104

Our first book is Three Cups of
Tea by Greg Mortenson. Bring a
brown bag lunch, your book and
your thoughts. All are welcome!

(850) 939-2261
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CESGJO tember 2008
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Aug. 31 1 2 3 4 S §)
Proper 17 (22) A 6:30 p.m. Boy 6:30 p.m. South 9 a.m. H. E. with 2:30 p.m. Knitters' Rector's Day Off 6 p.m. Supper Club
8am. H. E. Scouts Santa Rosa Writers Prayers for Healing 10 Guild 3:30 p.m. Girl Kickoff
9:15 a.m. LABOR DAY Group a.m. Mom's Club Scouts
Christian EdA  PARISH OFFICE 6:30 p.m. Venture ~ Business Meeting
10:30 a.m. H. E. CLOSED Crew 10 a.m. Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Proper 18 23) A 6:30 p.m. Boy  10:30 a.m. Moms 9 a.m. H. E. with 6 p.m. Boy Scout Rector's Day Off
8am. H. E. Scouts Club Momenonics  Prayers for Healing Masters 1 p.m. Moms .ECW Retreat
9:15 a.m. 6:30 p.m. South 10 a.m. Bible Study ~ 6:30 p.m. Vestry Club Rescue 9 am—3p.m.
Christian Ed Santa Rosa Writers 6-7:30 p.m. Girl Scouts Heroes Luncheon Collage Workshop
10:30 a.m. H. E. Group 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice ECW Retreat  Cursillo Weekend
12 p.m. First
Sunday Potluck Cursillo Weekend
and Food
Offering
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Proper 19 (24) A Newsletter 11 a.m. Moms 2:30 p.m. Knitters' Rector's Day Off 9 a.m. Men’s
8 a.m. H. E. 9:15 Deadline Club Cooking 9 am. H. E. with Guild 6 p.m. Cursillo Fellowship
a.m. Christian Ed  6:30 p.m. Boy Group Prayers for Healing Reunion Covered
10:30 a.m. H. E. Scouts 6:30 p.m. South 10 a.m. Bible Stud Dish Supper
5 p.m. Santa Rosa Writers 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 3:30 p.m. Girl
Contemporary Group 6:30 p.m. Scouts
Service Venture Crew
Cursillo Weekend
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Proper 20 (25) A 6:30 p.m. Boy 6:30 p.m. South 9 a.m. H. E. with Rector's Day Off
8a.m. H. E. Scouts Santa Rosa Writers  Prayers for Healing
9:15 a.m. Group 10 a.m. Bible Study
Christian Ed 10:30 a.m. Mom's Club
10:30 a.m. H. E. Park Day
6-7:30 p.m. Girl Scouts
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice
28 29 30 Oct. 1 Oct. 2 Oct. 3 Oct. 4
Proper 21 (26) A 6:30 p.m. Boy 6:30 p.m. South 9 a.m. H. E. with 2:30 p.m. Knitters' Rector's Day Off
8am. H. E. Scouts Santa Rosa Writers  Prayers for Healing Guild
9:15 a.m. Noon Book Group Group 10 a.m. Bible Study
Christian Ed 10 a.m. Mom's Club
10:30 a.m. H. E. Business Meeting
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice
Note: H. E. = Holy Eucharist
St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church Navarre, FL (850) 939-2261
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St. Augustine of Canterbury
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Elizabeth (Betsy) Powell
Rector
7810 Navarre Parkway
P. O. Box 5425
Navarre, FL 32566
Phone
(850) 939-2261
Fax Mailing Address Line 1
(850) 939-9394 Nailing Address Line 2
E-mail Mailing Address Line 3
secretary@Staugustinesnavarre.com Mailing Address Line M
Www.StAugustinesNavarre.org Mailing Address Line 5
Mission Statement
We are called to spread the gospel
and share the love of Jesus Christ
by entering into communion with
God and each other. We offer
opportunities for spiritual growth
through worship, fellowship,
stewardship and service to others.
DIOCESE OF
THE CENTRAL GULF COAST
THE RT. REV.
PHILLIP M. DUNCAN, BISHOP
wwww.diocgc.org
Deptember 2008 derver dchedile
r
Date Time Lector Eucharistic Acolyte Usher
Minister
September 7 | 8§ AM David G. Dye Teresa Dye Martin Hawkins Carol Tolbert
17 Pentecost 10:30 AM | Rich Apps Brenda Hamamura | Jessica Thompson | Glen Hamamura
Rachel Williams John MacPherson
September 8 AM Bill Mandigo Donna Gassman Donna Gassman John Tolbert
14 10:30 AM | Libbi Crowe Brenda Hamamura | Ikaika Hamamura | Eric Straight
18 Pentecost . e
Brian Phillips Stan Jensen
September 8 AM Brian Lowman | Patsy Richey Patsy Richey Alvan Richey
21 10:30 AM | Brenda Hama- Pam Apps Amy Henderson David K. Dye
19 Pentecost 4
mura Jessica Henderson | Glen Hamamura
September 8 AM Donna Gassman | Brian Lowman Brian Lowman Carol Tolbert
3(8) Pent ¢ 10:30 AM | David K. Dye Autry Dye Tyler Henshaw Wally Henshaw
ehtecos Grant Henshaw Chuck Howard

**If you find that you were scheduled for a day on which you cannot serve, please find a replacement.

St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church

Thank you!**

Navarre, FL
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